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Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 October 2020 regarding the impact of Brexit on 
devolution, inviting a response on a number of issues which will emerge for 
parliamentary committees in the near future. 
 
Your letter seeks information from our Committee on five different areas – the keeping 
pace power, common frameworks, the UK internal market, trade deals and 
governance. At the time of writing, we do not have anything we wish to raise in relation 
to most of these areas, but there are significant challenges which could arise within 
our remit in any future UK Internal Market Act. 
 
Mutual recognition of standards 
 
You highlight in your letter issues surrounding the mutual recognition principle. We are 
aware that the General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) has raised significant 
concerns around the potential impact of mutual recognition of standards in the 
teaching profession. In its response to the policy options proposal consultation, the 
GTCS said: 
 
“GTC Scotland is also aware that there are a number of other routes, including non-
academic routes, that lead to registration in some of the UK nations. In addition, it may 
be that one nation deems it suitable to recognise international qualifications that 
another nation does not, or cannot, recognise for registration purposes. Therefore, 
despite an individual’s ability to access the teaching profession in another nation, this 
does not, and should not, mean that that individual will gain access to the teaching 
profession in another UK Nation. For instance, such non-academic routes would not 
be deemed suitable for entry onto the Scottish Register of Teachers. GTC Scotland is 
not prepared to lose this control over the standard of teachers entering the teaching 
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profession in Scotland in this way and given the devolved education function within 
the UK, it does not believe that it would appropriate to do so.” 
 
Although this is a specific issue relating to the teaching profession, it perhaps speaks 
to a wider issue of the ability of Scottish regulators to determine access to regulated 
professions in devolved areas. 
 
Higher education  
 
As you are undoubtedly aware, Universities Scotland wrote to your Committee in 
relation to the UK Internal Market Bill. In their briefing, Universities Scotland raised two 
specific issues on which they sought clarity – namely, whether the Bill would enable 
non-Scottish higher education enterprises to operate in Scotland and attract public 
funding, and whether the Bill undermines the capacity of the Scottish Parliament to set 
its own policy on student fees.  
 
Although we as a Committee have not examined these issues in depth yet, further and 
higher education are the components of our remit where we would envisage the 
highest level of interaction with changes to the devolution settlement as a result of 
Brexit, and is therefore worth highlighting to your Committee at this stage. 
 
More generally, we have experienced difficulties arranging an evidence session with 
the relevant UK Government Minister to scrutinise the impact of Brexit on Scotland’s 
further and higher education sector, and evidence sessions we proposed with the UK 
Minister in October 2019, March 2020 and May 2020 did not proceed for various 
reasons. We would hope that, in the future, taking evidence from UK Ministers on 
issues that impact on devolved responsibilities within our remit will be an easier 
process.  
 
I trust that the above is helpful in setting out the limited but important considerations 
the Education and Skills Committee has at this stage in relation to the impact of Brexit 
on matters within our remit. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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